
0 

 

 

  

Traffic Safety Roads  
Published by 

The Graham Feest Consultancy 

October 2016 

 IAM RoadSmart 

 World Day of Remembrance 

  PACTS Conference – UK Road Safety & Brexit 

 Think  - Cyclists & HGV’s 

  The Vital Role of Individual Support 

  One More Second World Wide News 

 Parking on Private Land 

 Lane Rental 

 New HQ for IAM RoadSmart 

 Rise of Smart Phones - Increases Driving Risk 

 Factoids about Roads 

 Seeing is Believing 

 Longer Semi-Trailer Trial 

 Collision Hotspots between HGV’s & VRU’s 

 RAC Report on Motoring 2016 

 Oxford Street, London 

 Prison & Driving Ban 

 The Safest Roads but not for Pedestrians! 

  Domestic Road Freight 

 Surveyor Magazine Year Book 

 The Price of a Cheese Sandwich 

 The UK Practical Driving Test 



1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic 

Safety  

Roads 

Traffic Safety Roads is published by 

Graham Feest Consultancy. 

TSR collates a range of information and opinion from various sources. Whilst every effort is made to ensure its 
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IAM RoadSmart has created three short 
videos on different aspects of common 
driver distractions starring former 
Formula 1 test driver Darren Turner; 
namely children, mobile phones and pets. 
In the videos Darren attempts to drive an 
Aston Martin racing simulator around a 
virtual circuit while contending with a 
barking dog, ringing mobile phone and 
noisy five-year-old child. Access the video 

clips:- 

Dogs https://youtu.be/CpgUAn56MvA,  
Children https://youtu.be/ME5y5jQTAnQ  
Phones https://youtu.be/lJY0hmoXD60 

 

The World Day of Remembrance for Road 
Traffic Victims (WDR) is commemorated 
on the third Sunday of November each 
year. This day, initiated by road victims 
in 1993 and adopted by the UN on 26th 
October 2005, is dedicated to 
remembering the many millions killed 
and injured in road crashes, their 

families and communities.  

Remember World Day of Remembrance 
for Road Traffic Victims this year on 20th 

November 2016. 

Cyclists in cities across the UK are being 
encouraged to ‘hang back’ from lorries as 
part of a new campaign by the THINK! 
team. The campaign is designed to raise 
awareness of safety issues among cyclists 
and help make the roads safer for those on 
two wheels. In 2015, a fifth of crashes 
where cyclists were killed involved HGVs.  

UK ROAD SAFETY AND 
BREXIT 

A conference with two main themes: 

1. British Road Safety Statement.  

2. UK is on a path to leave the EU.  

Taking place on 1st November 2016 in 
London - Details and booking 

www.pacts.org.uk 

 Graham Feest is Head of Road Safety and Events at The RichWorks. With more than 
forty years’ experience working in roads, traffic and safety he is a former County Road 
Safety Officer and Head of Road Safety for IAM RoadSmart. Currently Chairman of the 
Institute of Master Tutors of Driving, Chairman of the National Road Safety 
Committee and Road Safety Advisor to the ADI National Joint Council. He is available 
to speak at meetings, conferences and seminars throughout the UK and overseas at 
no cost but reasonable travelling and subsistence expenses need to be met. 

http://www.pacts.org.uk/
http://www.pacts.org.uk/
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THE VITAL ROLE OF INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT 

TISPOL is urging national governments to ensure road casualty reduction is a priority. 

“Winning the support of individual road users is vital, and if everyone does a little, then we all 

stand to gain a great deal says TISPOL President - Chief Superintendent Aidan Reid.  Each day, an 

average of 70 people across Europe will set off on road journeys, but they won’t make it home.  

Think about how you can reduce risk by always wearing a seatbelt, keeping to speeds that are both 

legal and appropriate for the conditions, not driving after 

drinking alcohol or taking drugs, and not using a mobile 

phone at the wheel. 

There have been some excellent reductions in road deaths 

and serious injuries earlier in this decade, but they have 

stalled in the past couple of years. It is therefore vital 

that we re-focus our attention on the efforts needed to 

get back on course in order to have a chance of achieving 

the European 2020 targets. We believe strongly in the 

value of setting targets, and we believe that the strong 

leadership from governments can make a massive difference in reducing the number of people 

killed and seriously injured on our roads. If everyone commits to making small changes, then the 

road safety improvements will be huge and we will achieve big reductions in the number of people 

who are killed or seriously injured.” 

TISPOL has been established by the traffic police forces of Europe in order to 
improve road safety and law enforcement on the roads of Europe with the 
main priority to reduce the number of people being killed and seriously 
injured on Europe's roads.   

 

 ONE MORE SECOND BRINGS WORLDWIDE NEWS 

The team behind Virtual Risk Manager launches new online road safety magazine for the whole 
family. One More Second® (www.onemoresecond.net), aims to bring 
its readers the latest driving, vehicle and safety related news from 
around the globe. A key aim of One More Second is to provide a 
different and exciting way for organisations to engage both their 
drivers and their families in road safety messages and missions. The 
online magazine provides road safety news, interviews with industry experts, tips for parents of 
teen drivers, resources for children and teens, competitions for prizes and access to competitive 
insurance services. It also has an extensive library of best practice guides which can be downloaded 
and distributed free of charge.  

 

Dr Will Murray is the website’s resident road safety doctor, providing answers to 
readers’ road safety questions. The website also provides a platform for readers  

to share real-life stories of incidents, collisions and near misses on the roads, 
while the social media pages (Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn) offer additional 

opportunities for interactions including sharing photographs, videos and updates.  

 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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On average, 70 people still 

die and a further 370 are 

seriously injured every day 

on Europe’s roads 

 

http://www.onemoresecond.net/
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PARKING ON PRIVATE LAND 

A record number of drivers are being penalised after parking on private 
land according to official figures in the first quarter of the financial year 
2016/17 when 1.07 million vehicle keeper records were provided by the 
DVLA to private parking companies. The companies then use the data to 
send demands for parking penalty charges to car owners. The DVLA 

charges the parking companies £2.50 for each record released. 

The 1.07 million figure is the highest ever 
quarterly total and if the pattern is repeated 
in subsequent quarters it would mean around 
4 million records being released – and hence 
penalty tickets being issued by the end of the 

current financial year.  

There is no statutory limit on how much a 
penalty charge should be set at, however a 
code of practice drawn up by the British 

Parking Association 
– a trade body 
representing the 
bulk of private parking companies – suggests a 
maximum amount of £100.00. If this amount 
were commonly used, then each year drivers 
are now being chased for approximately £400 

million in penalties alone. 

 

There are currently two trade bodies representing the private parking industry: the British Parking 
Association and the International Parking Community. Both have established independent appeal 
services to which drivers can take their cases if they believe they have been unfairly issued with a 
ticket and their initial appeal to the issuing company has failed. Neither of the appeal services will 

consider mitigating circumstances. 

 

LANE RENTAL 

The Local Government Association (LGA) has called for councils to 

be given powers to introduce lane rental schemes in order to 

minimise disruption caused by roadworks. The LGA wants it to be 

easier for councils to be able to introduce lane rental schemes if 

needed, without the requirement to get approval from the 

Secretary of State for Transport, which they say is a cumbersome 

and bureaucratic process.  The lane rental scheme means utility 

companies, such as gas, water and cable providers, are charged a 

daily rate for work carried out on key congested roads during busy periods, such as rush hour. This 

incentivises companies to finish faster. Revenue raised from lane rental charges would be used by 

councils to fund measures which help to reduce future road works disruption. Currently, Transport 

for London (TfL) and Kent County Council have been the only ones granted approval to run lane 

rental schemes. 

 

IAM ROADSMART ANNOUNCES HQ MOVE TO WELWYN GARDEN CITY 

IAM RoadSmart has announced it will be moving its head office from Chiswick to Welwyn Garden 
City at the end of the year. The move will be a gradual process over the coming months, with front-
facing operations relocating to the new site first. IAM RoadSmart, which until April was known as 
the Institute of Advanced Motorists, made the decision at the start of the year to move out of its 
current offices in Chiswick and seek accommodation away from the capital. Having investigated 
many possible locations in the south-east, it settled on Albany Place near the town centre of 

Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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RISE OF SMART PHONES INCREASES DRIVING RISK 

It is estimated that two-thirds of the UK population now own a smartphone so the time could have 
arrived for a drive-safe mode for mobiles. Most smart phone owners are familiar with flight-safe 
mode on their devices which restricts communications that could potentially interfere with a 
plane’s systems. Yet many of Britain’s 38.5 million drivers risk being distracted by an almost 
limitless range of applications on their phones which are accessible whether they are at the wheel 

or not. 

Each year at least 70 fatal accidents on Britain’s roads have 
‘distraction in vehicle’ as a contributory factor. ‘Driver using 
mobile phone’ is an estimated factor in some 20 fatal accidents 

a year.  

A 2014 study observed that around 1.6% of drivers on roads in 

England and Scotland were using a hand-held mobile. 

TRL carried out surveys and interviews for the RAC Foundation 
for Road Safety with a range of people who have an interest in 
this subject - including representatives from vehicle 
manufacturers, telecoms providers and phone manufacturers – 
to gauge what industry is doing to limit the use of potentially 
distracting technology in the car. In general terms, while a 
great deal of thought goes into the design of built-in equipment 
and dashboard layout, when it comes to products not 

specifically designed for in-car use: 

 Distraction in vehicle - was not consistently considered to be a priority during the design 
phase 

 It was largely thought to be up to the driver to make sure their use of technology in the car 
complied with the law 

 Without a legal obligation on them few companies would incorporate limitations on the use 
of their equipment as they would be at a commercial disadvantage 

 Demands for technologies such as drive-safe mode could come from fleet and safety 
managers who are more directly aware of the legal and moral duty to protect their 
employees and the public 

Currently there does not appear to be any internationally accepted guidelines and standards 
specifically related to the design of mobile phones and communications devices for use while 
driving. In the UK the use of hand-held mobile phones is specifically outlawed with drivers receiving 
3 penalty points and a fine of £100 if caught disobeying the law. Earlier this year the Westminster 
government consulted on increasing the penalties further still and recent suggestions have been 
that it should rise to a fine of £200 and six points. There is a range of apps which drivers can 
voluntarily download onto their phones to help limit their functionality and hence reduce 
distraction. Do-not-disturb functions are also available on handsets themselves, although are not 

specifically related to driving. 

 

 

 

 

        http://www.sib.uk.net/ 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 

01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

FACTOIDS ABOUT ROADS 
 2015 figures 

 
• 2.3 thousand miles of motorway 
• 5.3 thousand miles of trunk ‘A’ road 
• 23.8 thousand miles of principal ‘A’ road 
• 18.8 thousand miles of ‘B’ road 
• 52.4 thousand miles of ‘C’ road 
• 143.3 thousand miles of ‘U’ road 

http://www.sib.uk.net/
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LONGER SEMI TRAILER TRIAL 

In 2012, the Department of Transport launched the 10-year Longer Semi Trailer Trial, which aims to 
identify whether using longer semi-trailers brings about anticipated environmental and economic 
benefits. At the time of the launch, there were mixed views on the trial, with some very much 
opposed. A recent interim progress report however shows that so far it's been very successful. The 
report states that 90,000 truck journeys have been cut, resulting in 10.6 million fewer kilometres 
being travelled. This has led to cleaner air and reduced congestion. Total economic benefits are 

estimated at £33 million over the life of the scheme - that's about £1,800 a trailer. 

Longer semi-trailers also appear to be safer. The report shows they have been involved in around 
70% fewer collisions and casualties per kilometre in comparison to the average for standard 
vehicles.   

The DfT is seeking views on extending the trial and if it continues to be as successful as recently 
reported, the potential for its full rollout at the end of the 10-year is a real possibility. 

If you are interested in reading the full report then contact graham@grahamfeest.com for a copy. 

 

COLLISION HOTSPOTS BETWEEN HGVS AND VULNERABLE ROAD USERS 

 A British-designed safety system 
that warns local authorities and 
transport bodies of potential 
collision hotspots between HGVs 
and vulnerable road users is to 
begin a three-month independent 
trial across Europe. 

The new ‘My Alert’ incident 
prevention software is part of the 
Cycle Safety Shield system – a 
collision avoidance technology 
already fitted on a number of UK 
fleets – and will help users identify 
geographical areas that are badly 

affected by such collisions. 

The software is designed to appeal to local authorities and city transport bodies, such as TfL and its 
Spanish equivalent EMT Madrid, which could use the data to make urban roads safer for cyclists, 
pedestrians and motorcyclists. 

‘My Alert’ works by identifying places with a large concentration of vulnerable road user hazards, 

and is a device fitted to vehicles operating in a live urban environment. 

It brings up an instant Google Street View image so transport planners and road safety officials can 
view problem zones, especially new ones, which could have appeared due to damaged road 
surfaces or potholes that weren’t previously a problem, or seasonal variations where visibility is 

affected by overgrown trees or bushes. 

Fleet operators involved in the trial include civil engineering contractors Amey and Murrill, EMT 
Madrid, TfL, Ealing Council, Richmond Council, L’Hospitalet City Council (Catalunya), Belfast City 

Council, Transport NI (Northern Ireland) and Netherlands-based  Haulier Van Den Broek Logistics. 
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THE RAC REPORT ON MOTORING 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OXFORD STREET LONDON HEADING FOR PEDESTRIANISATION 

The mayor of London has confirmed his intention to make Oxford Street vehicle-free from 2020. A 
delivery plan is being on and consultation is expected at 

some point in 2017.  

Key facts     
 

 500,000 pedestrians walk Oxford Street every day. 

 In 2014, 10 of TfL’s 24 pedestrian collision hot spots 
were along Oxford Street. 

 Between January 2012 and September 2015 a 
pedestrian was involved in a collision approximately every seven days. 

 There are four tube stations along Oxford Street, with an average 470,000 passenger entries 
and exits every day 

 Around 270 buses travel along Oxford Street every hour. 

 15,000 taxi passengers are picked up, set down, or carried along Oxford Street every day 
 

PRISON AND DRIVING BAN 

A driver who topped 125mph trying to outrun the police on a motorway has been jailed for 14 
months. The driver aged 36 covered 30 miles in 15 minutes by undertaking other cars and driving on 
the hard shoulder. Police Officers saw him driving erratically in Merseyside and chased him on the 
M62 and M60 until he fled the car leaving it in a cul de sac near Bolton.  

The driver already had a string of previous convictions and admitted aggravated vehicle taking, 
driving without a licence and insurance and failing to stop. He also received a three and a half year 

driving ban  

Traffic Safety Roads  
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The RAC has published its 2016 Report on 
Motoring which is centred around what the 
public view is on a number of issues. The 
report itself provides an insight into the 
concerns which motorists have about such 
issues as the state of the roads, road safety, 
cost of fuel and driverless cars to name but a 
few. Email me for a copy of the report 

graham.grahamfeest.com 



7 

 

 

 

THE SAFEST ROAD IN THE WORLD – BUT NOT FOR PEDESTRIANS 

In a new report produced by the Transport Research Laboratory under a contract with PACTS - 
UNDERSTANDING THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES of Britain's Road Safety Performance we are 
able to show that Great Britain has consistently been among the world’s countries with the lowest 
rates of road deaths. In the past decade the UK has been second to Malta in the league table of 
safest countries. In particular, Britain has fewer vehicle occupant deaths per head of population. 
Other high-performing European countries are Sweden, Netherlands, Norway and Switzerland – two 

EU member states and two non-members.  

 

 

 

 

However, there are area where the UK does not compare so well. Measured against other leading 

countries, Britain has: 

 More vulnerable road user deaths per 
head of population (particularly 
pedestrians and motorcyclists), but 
no evidence of higher levels of 
activity (exposure); 

 A higher ratio of 18-24 year old road 
user deaths relative to other age 
groups, possibly reflecting the lower 
driving age limit in the UK;  

 A higher proportion of deaths on 
roads with speed limits of 60mph and 
above; 

 More deaths per unit length of 
motorway. Although this is not 
adjusted for vehicle miles, it still 
indicates where investment may have 
greatest benefit.  

 Lower Euro NCAP safety ratings for 
new cars 

 Euro NCAP pedestrian protection 
scores which are only 19th out of 28 
European countries 

 Executive Director, David Davies, said  

 

David Davies – Executive Director of PACTS commented 

“It is often said that Britain’s roads are among the safest in the world. 
Sweden, Netherlands, Norway and Switzerland are the others. But do we 
have the safest roads, the safest vehicles or the safest road users by 
comparison with other high performing countries? Are there areas where, 
comparatively speaking, Britain could do better and where investment and effort might be 
best concentrated?   

This report by leading transport safety consultants TRL shows that, over the past 10 years, 
the UK has been second to Malta in the league table of fewest deaths per head of 
population. However, deaths among pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists are noticeably 

greater in UK.  

The report highlights a number of areas where the UK could do better. Perhaps surprisingly, 
new cars in the UK have, on average, lower safety ratings than cars in other top performing 
countries. More worrying is that the average pedestrian protection rating for UK new cars is 
only 19th out of 28 European countries. The Government needs to promote cars that are 
low on emissions and high on safety, including pedestrian protection. PACTS urges the 

public and private sectors to buy only the safest vehicles – those with a 5* safety rating.”  

If you would like a copy of the report then please email graham@grahamfeest.com.  

Traffic Safety Roads  
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DOMESTIC ROAD FREIGHT STATISTICS, UNITED KINGDOM 2015 

The Department of Transport have published the 2015 
Domestic Road Freight Statics for the United 
Kingdom.  

Between 2014 and 2015, the amount of goods lifted 
by GB registered heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) 
operating in the UK increased by 11 per cent to 1.65 

billion tonnes. 

Over the same period, the amount of goods moved 
increased by 12 per cent to 152 billion tonne 
kilometres and the distance travelled by HGVs in the 
UK increased by 9 per cent to 18.4 billion vehicle 

kilometres.  

If you would like a copy of the statistical document then please email graham@grahamfeest.com 

 

SURVEYOR HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE YEARBOOK 

The Surveyor Highway Maintenance Yearbook (HMY) is the authoritative source 
on UK highway maintenance. The 17th Edition contains an extensive list of 
product and service providers - everything that professionals working within 
the highways and transport sector need to seek out cost-effective solutions 

and lucrative local authority contracts. 

The Year book will enable you to gain access to details of:  

Local Authority Highway Maintenance Managers, Agents and their consultants 
All contractors for local authorities and their contract expiry dates 
Term Maintenance Contractors and Specialist Road Maintenance Contractors 
Product and service providers 

All the Associations, Institutes and Professional Bodies 

The price is £80.00 or £50.00 if purchasing more than one copy - Call 01273 

491462, email highlec@highlec.co.uk to place an order  

 

THE PRICE OF CHEESE SANDWICHES! 

IAM RoadSmart is working with a national newspaper to show how the cost of motorway service 
areas compares to high-street prices and would appreciate some help. Between now and the 3rd 
October 2016 if you visit a motorway service area, we would like you to check the price of the 

following items and the shop you saw it in along with name and location of the service area.  

•    A regular/medium Americano coffee 
•    A 51g Mars bar 
•    A 34.5g pack of Walkers crisps – ready salted 
•    A 500ml bottle of water 
•    A basic cheese sandwich  

 

Please email the prices you find along with name and location of the motorway service area to 
press.office@iam.org.uk FAO Caroline Holmes 
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THE UK PRACTICAL DRIVING TEST 
A view from The Graham Feest Consultancy 

 
So the biggest changes to the driving test for decade has been trialled and now consulted over and 
it would seem, not perhaps that there was any doubt, that the proposals to update the test and 
make it more realistic will happen at some point when time permits for the regulations to be made. 
We do of course still have the final analysis of the trial to come. 

Whilst it would be reasonably fair to say that 
the majority of those connected with the 
driver training industry are supportive and 
welcome the changes there is and rightfully 
so, concerns that “best practice” is being 
substituted for potentially more risky and 
unsafe manoeuvres. We do however have to 
live in reality but the teaching of “best 
practice” should not and does not need to be 
ignored just because the alternative will 

appear in the test.  

Unfortunately we live in an environment 
where what gets tested gets taught but that 
does not necessarily need to be the case. My 
experience tells me that driver trainers 
complain that all they feel compelled to do is 
to teach pupils what they need to pass their 
test. That said they will tell me that those 
demands come from both pupils and parents 
who still see the ultimate aim being to pass 
the test. In a way I can understand that as 
this is what our culture dictates. You should 
always have an aim to achieve. Regretfully 
that aim does not as we all know go far 
enough but it is very difficult to see how in 
the current climate this will change and 
certainly things like - calling for graduated 
licensing and the like will not alter that fact. 

I want to say that whilst I fully support the 
changes which are proposed it is a great pity 
that they were not seen as additional training 
points which could have been on a test list. 
Driving forward into a parking bay is what the 
majority of people do and whether they think 
consciously about it or not if you wish to 
access the rear of your car to load or unload 
it is the most practical thing to do. Of course 
reversing out of the space presents far 
greater hazards and observation skills than 

being able to drive out forwards and so it is 
important that these risks are dealt with in 
the training process. That said we should also 
train what is considered “best practice” 
which is of course, where possible, to reverse 
into the space and leave the examiner to 
determine which he is going to ask to be 

demonstrate when it comes to the test.  

The same thing applies to pulling up on the 
right. Whist where possible we need to 
encourage stopping and parking in the 
direction you are moving there are countess 
occasions when people move to the right to 
park. A quick survey on the seafront where I 
lived showed one in three cars had clearly 
seen a gap on the right and crossed the road 
to take up the available space. If they had 
gone down the road and come back from the 
roundabout the space would have been lost. 
However now comes the trickier manoeuvre 
of getting back into the stream of traffic 
requiring a high level of concentration skills 
and so it is right and proper that both are 
taught with an emphasis by the trainer on 

what is preferred and “best practice.” 

What I find strange which was not included 
was doing a U turn. Now this is something 
which is certainly not discouraged after all 
we have signs indicating where you must not 
do so which pretty much condones the 
practice and there are thing here which we 
do certainly need to get across to learners 
about the appropriateness of the chosen spot 
to do such a manoeuvre.  

However all in all with the use of satnavs, 
asking candidates to undertake tasks such as 
putting on the lights or washing the windows 
etc are very useful exercises to examine the 
ability to “multi task” whilst driving. 

The driving test is a difficult area in which to get the balance right to ensure that at the conclusion 
of a successful test the driver is competent enough to drive unaccompanied. We cannot possibly 
teach them everything yet we hear calls to add this and that and I wonder where the point is 

between that of safe driving and information overload at these early stages. 
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